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Notes and Queries. 159 

hood in which such language was used, together with your experience in 
changing from it to English will be gratefully received. 

V. Note all onomatopoetic words, together with explanations of their 
origin. 

VI. Describe all gestures made by the children in expressing themselves, 
particularly such as they use to eke out their meagre vocabulary. 

VII. Note all words or expressions illustrating mistakes or originalities 
in grammar, such as " goed " for " went," " I want she to come off of there," 
etc., illustrating the child's way of reasoning about declensions, inflection, 
order of words, and syntax. 

Always state age, sex, and nationality of the child, and describe in brief 
his surroundings at home. Be as accurate and detailed as you can, and 
describe only what you have yourself seen or heard at first hand. Add 
any other points not mentioned above, if you choose. Do not let the child 
know that he is being noted; only his spontaneous doings are wanted, 
since self-consciousness spoils the record as much as it does the child. Put 
down the notes at the time of observation, or as soon after as possible. 

The writer of this notice is engaged in the study of language; and wishes 
to correlate results obtained from a study of diseases of the language 
functions with information obtained along the above lines of observation 
on children. Any reports of observations on any of, these points will there- 
fore be sure to be made use of and acknowledgment of source of informa- 
tion will be accorded in any publication of results. 

Dr. Herman T. Lukens. 

Clark University, Worcester, Mass. 

Rhyme relating to a Scold. — The following doggerel was formerly 
sung by a nurse to children in Virginia : — 

Thimble's scolding wife lay dead, 

Heigho ! says Thimble. 
" My deare*t duck is defunct in bed. 
Death has cabbaged her. Oh she 's fled ! " 
With a rowley powley gammon and spinage, 

Heigho ! says Thimble. 

Thimble buried his wife that mght, 

Heigho ! says Thimble. 
" I grieve to sew up my heart's delight 
With her diamond ring on her finger tight ! " 
With a rowley powley gammon and spinage, 

Heigho ! says Thimble. 

To cut off her finger and steal the ring 

Soon came the Sexton. 
She sat up on end and gave him a fling, 
Saying, " D — n you, you dog, you shall do no such thing." 
With a rowley powley gammon and spinage, 

Heigho ! says Thimble. 

She stalked to the house and raised a great din. 
Heigho ! says Thimble. 
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He looked from the casement and said with a grin, 
" You are dead, dearest duck, and I can't let you in." 
With a rowley powley gammon and spinage, 
Heigho ! says Thimble. 

Randolph Meikleham. 
Albemarle Co., Va. 



LOCAL MEETINGS AND OTHER NOTICES. 

Baltimore Branch. — April, 1895. The meeting took place at the 
house of Mrs. John D. Early, 711 Park Avenue. Dr. Wood, the President, 
gave an account of the variants of Cinderella, with mention of the work of 
Miss Cox. He called attention to variants not contained in the book, in 
circulation among American negroes. Dr. Kirby Smith related a folk-tale 
of the hare and the sun. The following are the officers of this Branch : 
President, Dr. Henry Wood; Vice-President, Miss Elizabeth T. King; 
Secretary, Miss Annie Weston Whitney; Council, Dr. Henry M. Hurd, 
Dr. Bloomfield, Dr. Kirby Smith, Mr. Zacharias, Mrs. Waller Bullock, 
Miss Mary Worthington Milnor, Mrs. John C. Wrenshall, Miss Mary W. 
Minor. 

Boston Branch. — February 15. The monthly meeting was held at 
the house of Mrs. Everett Morss, 303 Marlborough Street, Professor F. W. 
Putnam presiding. After the record of the previous meeting had been 
read and approved, the chief paper of the evening was presented by Miss 
Ellen Chase of Brookline, on " Syrian Charms, especially with reference to 
the Evil Eye." Miss Chase's paper was the result of observations made 
during a recent visit to Syria, and was illustrated with specimens of charms 
and amulets collected in the course of travel. Mr. V. R. Gandhi of Bom- 
bay made remarks in relation to philosophical ideas prevailing in India in 
respect to this superstition. Several songs and ballads were also rendered 
by guests of the Branch. 

March 15. A public meeting was held in Steinert Hall, the President 
in the chair. Professor Putnam introduced Mr. Frizzell, Director of the 
Hampton Institute, Hampton, Va., who gave an interesting account of the 
studies in negro folk-lore undertaken by the Hampton Folk-Lore Society. 
The paper of the evening was by Captain R. R. Moten, of the Hampton 
School, on " Negro Folk-Songs," with musical illustrations by a quintette 
of Hampton Students. After the conclusion of the paper, the subject of 
negro music was discussed, remarks being made by Miss Charlotte Hawes, 
Mrs. Emily Selinger, and Mr. Arthur Foote. The presentation of the 
songs was greatly enjoyed. 

April 19. The Boston Branch met at the house of Mrs. N. B. Allen, 
477 Commonwealth Avenue. Mr. Dana Estes, Vice-President of the 
Branch presiding. Miss Mary A. Owen of St. Joseph, Mo., presented a 
paper on the social condition and the ideas and customs of the Kickapoo 
Indians now living in Nebraska. 



